


A MessAge froM the  
Deputy AssistAnt secretAry of Defense

This past year has been a dynamic one for the Department of Defense.  The Department continued to 
lead the global war on terror, transformed its civilian personnel system and welcomed new leadership.  
Through these changes and developments, the DoD continues to evolve to better suit the current state of 
the world.

This year our team successfully executed the 71st and 72nd Joint Civilian Orientation Conferences 
traveling through the USCENTCOM region.  On each JCOC trip, we enjoyed providing each of you 
with the opportunity to spend time with our armed forces.
 
Throughout the past year, JCOC alumni have become increasingly active in supporting our military 
men and women.  Many have done so through their own devices, while others have partnered with the 
America Supports You program and the nearly 250 organizations that dedicate their resources to taking 
care of our military and their families. 

We also made great strides establishing a national tradition to remember those who lost their lives on 
9-11 and to commemorate our veterans, past and present- the America Supports You Freedom Walk.  
This year, Washington, D.C. was joined by 134 other cities in hosting walks, and many JCOC alums 
committed their leadership to these walks across the country.

I encourage each and every one of you to take a moment to reflect on the time you spent with our 
service members and to find additional ways to tell their stories.  As always, your support in sharing your 
experiences with JCOC is truly invaluable.

        Ms. Allison Barber



As a JCOC alumnus, you have the privilege of nominating great individuals for future trips.  To nominate 
someone please log on to our website at  www.jcoc.dod.mil.  The following information should be helpful 
as you determine the best candidates.

What is JCOC looking for in a nominee? 
Nominees are regionally or nationally influential citizens from across the country who neither possess 
special knowledge of DoD nor have existing strong relationships with senior members of the military.  
Nomination and selection procedures are designed to bring together a geographical, occupational, 
and cultural cross-section of influential Americans who are leaders in their fields. We also encourage 
nominations of leaders representing a broad spectrum of issue areas.

JCOC participants routinely include opinion leaders such as: 

• CEOs and senior officials of private enterprises with regional or national reach;

• Presidents of universities and colleges;

• Publishers and editors of newspapers;

• Management in print and broadcast media;

• National association and regional leaders of professional, minority and women’s organizations; and

• State and local elected and appointed officials (as long as they are not in the midst of an election).

noMinAtions



ciViLiAn LeADers 
gAin VALuABLe 

insight

As JCOC entered its 58th year, participants kicked off the 
71st conference from the Tampa, Fla. headquarters of U.S. 
Central Command before heading out on a whirlwind tour 
of the region that has become the central front on the war on 
terror.  

The 43 business, academic, civic, and organizational leaders, all participants in the 71st Joint Civilian 
Orientation Conference, were the first JCOC class to have the opportunity to visit the CENTCOM area 
since American troops engaged in the post 9-11 global war on terror.  

Participants visited Kuwait, Bahrain and Qatar to observe ongoing operations and gain first hand 
knowledge of the incredible work being done by America’s servicemen and women. 

They met with soldiers and Marines in Kuwait and experienced first hand the tactical movement with 
Marines through a counter-improvised explosive device training course and conducted close-quarter 
marksmanship and live-fire training with Army trainers.  They conducted boarding drills with Coast 
Guardsmen who conduct security for Iraq’s offshore oil terminals and are teaching Iraq’s army to eventually 
take over the mission. 

They flew aboard the USS Ronald Reagan, the United States’ newest and largest aircraft carrier, to meet 
sailors providing a critical show of force in the region and supporting troops on the ground. Later, they met 
airmen who transport troops and secure the skies in and around the theater.

All agreed that it’s one thing to draw conclusions based on what they read in newspapers and see on TV, 
but quite another to draw their own firsthand conclusions. 

Cathy Ann Paige, vice president of Manpower Inc.’s Northeast U.S. division, said she was “stunned by the 
level of education and breadth of knowledge of the leadership over here. These are all CEO-quality people 
who could be making a million dollars a year,” she said. “It’s obvious they’re not in this for the money. 
They’re getting their rewards in other ways. You can see that they believe in and understand the importance 
of what they’re doing.” 

Bruce Simon, president of Omaha Steaks, concurred saying they’re “extraordinarily motivated men and 
women, who are all volunteers, working under unbelievably difficult conditions.  These are first-class kids. 
Meeting them and seeing what they do really makes you proud to be an American.”

71
    April 23 - April 29, 2006
       Tampa, Florida
       CENTCOM Headquarters, MacDill AFB
       Kuwait City, Kuwait
       Manama, Bahrain
       Doha, Qatar
    Total Miles Traveled:  15,340 miles



Participants speak to servicemembers during a luncheon 
at CENTCOM.

Finally some rest on the C-17.

Suzanne Jewel, Thayer Smith and other 
JCOC participants take a ride in an 
armored vehicle.

A Coast Guard crewman shows Lynn Korwatch and Robert 
Fisher around a USCG cutter moored in Manama, Bahrain.

JCOC 71 aboard the USS Ronald Reagan.

Patroling with the Marines.



Jcoc 72 
eXperiences the 

Action

During a week long trip to the Middle East, business, 
academic and community leaders were introduced to 
the U.S. armed forces and shown the caliber of the men 
and women serving the country in uniform. 

They met with Coast Guardsmen providing maritime security in the North Arabian Sea and protecting 
two major offshore oil terminals that provide the lion share of the Iraqi government’s income.

They flew in MH-53 Sea Stallion helicopters off the shores of Kuwait to meet the crew of the USS Iwo 
Jima who provide not only a show of strength in the region, but also stand ready to provide humanitarian 
support in crises.  Participants in the JCOC program said they were wowed by what they observed on the 
Iwo Jima. “It was awesome, amazing, a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” said Keith Cooley, chief executive 
officer for Focus: Hope, based in Detroit. 

“It totally exceeded my expectations — not just the machinery, but the people,” Cooley continued. 
“They’re young, honest people of integrity. I’m pretty damned impressed.”

They met soldiers and Marines conducting last-minute training before moving north into Iraq in the days 
ahead who put them through the paces of a counter-improvised-explosive-device training course and gave 
them a chance to fire some of their weaponry.  

They met airmen supporting ground forces by delivering troops and supplies, providing life-saving 
intelligence and taking out enemy targets.  

The group traveled to Djibouti, where they met members of Combined Joint Task Force Horn of Africa, 
who are helping prevent the spread of terrorism by helping strengthen regional militaries and improving 
people’s lives. JCOC members visited Tadjoura to see military projects underway at a school and medical 
clinic, and got a taste of the satisfaction the troops here say they experience every day as they distributed 
school supplies and soccer balls to the local children.

JCOC 72 participants saw everything the military does, from direct-action against enemy forces 
to humanitarian assistance.  Mark Johnston, president and CEO, Greenville Community Journals, 
summarized it best, “The message I took home was not a cheerleading chant for the war.  It was that the 
military was in the capable hands of men and women of great character and ability.” 

72
    October 15 - October 22, 2006
       Washington, DC
       Manama, Bahrain
       Kuwait City, Kuwait
       Doha, Qatar
       Djibouti, Djibouti
    Total Miles Traveled:  15,758 miles



Boarding a CH-53 helicopter in the Horn of Africa.

Hal Hardin speaks to an airman during an 
aircraft and weapons display in Qatar.

Target practice at Udairi range.

Kathy Taylor and Susan Paddock with the children 
of Djibouti.

An Air Force technician shows devices used 
to detect weak jet engine parts.

Hal Job assists Dick 
Stevens with his armor.



ALuMni

The Joint Civilian Orientation Conference Alumni program is 
an outlet for all participants to remain actively engaged with the 
Department of Defense and informed with the issues of highest 
importance.  Alumni are leaders in their respective communities and 
play an active role in sharing what they learn from their experiences 
with the JCOC program with their circles of influence. 

The JCOC team is constantly expanding opportunities for alumni, and we need to hear from you with 
your ideas and suggestions.  

AMericA supports you
www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil

This nationwide program launched by the Department of 
Defense in November 2004, recognizes citizens’ support for 
the members of our Armed Forces.  This support builds and 
sustains the morale of those fighting to defend freedom and 
communicates America’s recognition and appreciation of their 
courage and commitment to our country.   

JCOC alumni continue to play an active role with America Supports You in a number of different ways.  
Through their companies and personally, alumni have partnered with grassroots groups, donated money, 
organized special events and volunteered their time. Through this involvement, they have energized their 
employees and communities to get involved.  

One of the 2007 goals for America Supports You is to identify a company to adopt each of the nearly 250 
grassroots members listed on the website.  

Why We serVe
www.whyweserve.mil

In July 2006, the U.S. Department of Defense created a speaker initiative titled “Why We Serve.”  This 
program gives returning veterans the opportunity to share their personal military experiences with the 
American public, while answering the call for more first-hand accounting from the front lines.

Speakers are currently available for booking and will remain on-hand throughout the calendar year.  To 
schedule a speaker, simply log on to the Why We Serve website.

USS Kearsarge hosts JCOC NYC area 
alumni during Fleet Week.

JCOC Participants hold a signed ASY 
banner given to U.S. Army soldiers.



Defense orientAtion conference 
AssociAtion (DocA)
www.doca.org 

DOCA is a nonprofit, educational association for members only. This 
independent association is directed toward the interest of national 
defense without special advocacy of any particular military service 
or concept.  DOCA objectives are to provide a means of continuing 
education of its members in matters pertaining to national security under the jurisdiction and supervision 
of the Department of Defense, to enable members to pass on such information to others and to provide a 
permanent medium for cooperation between its members and the Department of Defense.  

MiLitAry support LinKs
After their JCOC experience, many alumni have expressed an interest in 
the possibility of including a military element at local community events.  
Information about the requirements and a link to the request forms can be 
accessed through the websites below:

Request for military aviation support:  
http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/infomgt/forms/eforms/dd2535.pdf 

Request for color guard, band, or other support:
http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/infomgt/forms/eforms/dd2536.pdf

Southern Command Alumni trip 
participants.

Southern Command area JCOC alumni 
visit Guantanomo Bay, Cuba.

Dr. & Mrs. Marshall Bouldin 
tour the Jelly Belly plant with 

JCOC 71 alumni.

Patrica Du Mont and Raul 
Mas converse with military 
building a school in Honduras.



VirginiA region 9/11 freeDoM WALKs
JCOC Alumni Conoly Phillips (JCOC 68), Jack Hornbeck (JCOC 48) 
and Bruce Bradley (JCOC 60) played key roles in coordinating some of the 
most active regional 9/11 Freedom Walks.  Eighteen cities and counties in 
Virginia’s Hampton Roads region planned Freedom Walks to commemorate 
victims of the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks and show support for veterans 
past and present. 

checKers thAnKs troops At inDy 500
Checkers Drive-In Restaurants hosted soldiers and Marines for the fourth 
annual Checkers/Rally’s Indy 500 Pit Stop Challenge.  Checkers/Rally’s 
used its track-based food stands to collect about 10,000 support messages 
on “Thanks to the Troops” post cards. Checkers was a part of Operation 
Gratitude’s Patriotic Drive to collect personal, convenience and snack items, 
and notes for packages intended for troops serving overseas.  In addition 
to messages, the restaurant chain also collected items in stores across the 
country in support of the Patriotic Drive.   Under the leadership of Keith 
Sirois, president and chief executive officer (JCOC 72), Checkers continues 
to be an exemplary member of the America Supports You team.

pgA tour hits An Ace for the troops
The PGA Tour and 20 Tournament Players Club (TPC) locations nationwide have raised over $1 million 
in support of our troops and America Supports You (ASY) member organizations.  In addition to its 
generous donations, The PGA Tour played a major role in the 2006 America Supports You Freedom 

Walk held in Washington, D.C. by donating 15,000 t-shirts for the event.  
According to David Pillsbury (JCOC 72), president and 
chief operating officer of the PGA Tour 
golf course properties, PGA Tour hopes 
to be an integral part of the America 
Supports You mission, offering money 
and media outlets for troop charities, for 
a long time to come.

eXAMpLes of ALuMni MAKing A 
Difference for our MiLitAry



the Lone sAiLor stAtioneD in  
ft. LAuDerDALe
The Navy League of the United States Fort Lauderdale Council recently 
donated the Lone Sailor, a statue honoring the Sea Services, to the city 
of Fort Lauderdale.  Patricia Du Mont (JCOC 63) helped spearhead this 
effort.  Ms. Du Mont is the Navy League Florida region president and 
national director and served as the dedication committee chair.

sizzLing steAKs for troops
 “Cooks from the Valley,” a California volunteer group, traveled to the Middle East this year, where they 

sizzled up 2.8 tons of prime New York strip steaks for crewmembers 
aboard the aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt, Aegis cruiser USS San 
Jacinto and guided-missile destroyer USS Donald Cook.  Tom Anton, a 
group leader and JCOC alumni (JCOC 69), along with other volunteers, 
including JCOC alumni Robert Stine (JCOC 71), donated the steaks and 
then grilled them personally for thousands of servicemembers. 

Many other JCOC Alumni are doing wonderful things for the 
troops all across the country. 
 
Alumni have:
• Made donations of time and money; 
• Hosted special events; 
• Conducted Freedom Walks in their communities; 
• Hosted Department of Defense speakers; 
• Adopted America Supports You grassroots members; and 
• Spoken to groups about their JCOC experience.

The JCOC team appreciates all that our alumni are doing to make a difference to 
our military and their families. Please continue to update us with your efforts at 
jcoc@osd.mil.

Media coverage of the Joint Civilian Orientation Conferences held in 
2006 (JCOC 71 and JCOC 72) totaled over 100 items, from print, 
broadcast, radio and blogs. In addition, 45% of our participants have 
done local presentations of their experiences with the JCOC.

MeDiA coVerAge
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